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Testimony pertaining to proposal HB-6355,  

“AN ACT CONCERNING RISK PROTECTION ORDERS OR WARRANTS”  

*************************************************************************************  

My name is Jim Storms.  I’m a resident of Southington.  I’ve read the proposed changes to the existing laws 

pertaining to risk protection orders and I believe they have the potential to infringe dangerously into the rights of 

countless law abiding citizens of Connecticut. 

The revisions to the existing law would effectively invite anyone with a grudge against a gun owner to file a 

complaint, without any specified penalty for filing a false complaint.  While it may be sensible to expand the 

eligibility of those who may file complaints, it places very little burden of responsibility on them.  The target of 

the complaint is presumed to be a threat while the complainant is presumed to be authentic.  This is simply 

wrong. 

Also, the revisions would require the gun owners to present an undefined “preponderance of evidence” to 

convince the court to return their firearms.  Without specifying what that evidence must be, the “goal” of proof 

remains invisible. 

Finally, the process by which the gun owner may appeal to have their property returned is weighted heavily 

against them.  They must petition to request a hearing so that they can present their “preponderance of evidence”, 

which the court can simply dismiss, apparently without explanation.  The, the gun owner must wait 180 days to 

begin the process again with a new petition.  The law places no burden on the court to justify its’ denial of the 

petition.  Consequently, the gun owner could conceivably be stuck in a “loop” of judicial delays and never 

recover their property again. 

While the motivation behind this proposed bill might be commendable, the actual legislation would be a clear and 

open assault on the rights of all law abiding gun owners.  I urge you to, please, vote against this proposal. 

Thank you for your time.  


